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Wikipedia writes:

The Estonia disaster occurred 
on Wednesday, 28 September 

1994, between about 00:55 to 01:50 
as the ship was crossing the Baltic 
Sea, en route from Tallinn, Estonia, 
to Stockholm. The Estonia was on a 
scheduled crossing with departure at 
19:00 in the evening on September 27. 
It had been expected in Stockholm 
the next morning at about 09:30. 
She was carrying 989 people: 803 
passengers and 186 crew. Most of the 
passengers were Scandinavian, while 
most of the crew members were 
Estonian. The ship was fully loaded, 
and was listing slightly to port 
because of poor cargo distribution.

According to the final disaster 
report the weather was rough, with 
a wind of 29 to 39 knots and a  
significant wave height of 3 to 4  
metres compared with the highest  
measured significant wave height 
in the Baltic Sea of 7.7 metres. Esa 
Mäkelä, the captain of MS Silja 
Europa who was appointed on scene 
commander for the subsequent 
rescue effort, described the weather 
as “normally bad,” or like a typical 
autumn storm in the Baltic Sea. All 
scheduled passenger ferries were 
at sea. The official report says that 
while the exact speed at the time of 

A car and passenger ferry, 
 MS Estonia, has sunk in 

the Baltic Sea with 950 people 
on board.

The Estline ferry was sailing 
from Estonia to Sweden in bad 
weather and heavy seas when it 
sent a distress signal saying it 
was listing heavily.

About 30 people have been 
rescued, but officials say hopes 
of finding other passengers 
alive in the extremely cold  
waters are fading rapidly.

A crew member who  
survived the accident has told 
the BBC he had seen a  
loading bay door open and  
taking in water minutes before 
the MS Estonia sank.

The last message from the 
stricken ferry - which was  
carrying mainly Swedish  
passengers from Tallinn to 
Stockholm - was received by 
the Finnish Coastguard at 0124 
BST.

Survivors reported the boat 
sank within five minutes

Helicopters and ships are 
still searching the area where 
the ferry went down, but the 

Finnish Coastguard said  
weather and sea conditions 
were terrible and the water 
temperature was only 8C.

Context
 •	 The total number of dead 

was finally put at 852 - about 
half of them Swedes.

 • 	The wreck of the Estonia was 
not salvaged, but sealed,  
covered in sand and declared 
an official burial ground.

 • 	A Swedish-Finnish-Estonian 
commission was set up to 
investigate the cause of the 
sinking.

 • 	Its final report said the  
accident had been a  
combination of incompetent 
crew and design faults in 
the ferry’s “visor-type” front 
doors.

 • 	A rival commission set 
up by the Meyer shipyard 
who built the ship said the 
disaster happened because of 
poor maintenance and  
excessive  speed. 

1994: Hundreds feared dead in ferry disaster
From the BBC program ‘On This Day 1950 – 2005’, 28 September

AGM, Special General Meeting and BBQ
Dear Members,

The 2011 AGM will be held at the Annexe, Mooney Mooney Club, 
5 Kowan Road, Mooney Mooney, NSW on Sunday 30 October 2011, 
immediately after a Special General Meeting scheduled to commence 
at the same place at 11.30am. Formal Notices, Agendas, Explanatory 
Notes, etc. will be included with the newsletter mailing. 

A no cost BBQ is laid on immediately after the events. See 
details on the Notice of AGM.

Please be there in great numbers. Ed.
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the accident is not known, Estonia 
had very regular voyage times, 
averaging 16 to 17 knots, perhaps 
implying she did not slow down 
for adverse conditions. The chief 
mate of the Viking Line cruise 
ferry MS Mariella tracked Estonia’s 
speed by radar at approximately 
14.2 knots before the first signs of 
distress, while the Silja Europa’s 
officers estimated her speed at 14 to 
15 knots at midnight.

The first sign of trouble onboard 
the Estonia was a metallic bang 
caused by a heavy wave hitting 
the bow doors around 01:00, when 
the ship was on the outskirts of 

the Turku archipelago, but an 
inspection – limited to checking the 
indicator lights for the ramp and 
visor – showed no problems. 

Over the next 10 minutes similar 
noises were reported by passengers 
and other crew. At about 01:15, the 
visor separated and the ship took 
on  a heavy starboard list (initially 
30 to 40 degrees, but by 01:30, the 
ship had rolled 90 degrees) as  
 water flooded into the vehicle 
deck.  
Estonia was turned to port and 
slowed before her four engines cut 
out completely.

At about 01:20 a weak female 
voice called “Häire, häire, laeval on 
häire”, Estonian for “Alarm, alarm, 
there is alarm on the ship”, over the 
public address system, which was 
followed immediately by an inter-
nal alarm for the crew, then shortly 
later by the general lifeboat alarm. 
The vessel’s list and the flooding 
prevented people in the cabins 

from ascending to the deck; only 
those on the upper decks were able 
to escape. A Mayday was commu-
nicated by the ship’s crew at 01:22, 
but did not follow international 
formats. Estonia directed a call to 
Silja Europa and only after making 
contact with her the radio opera-
tor uttered the word “Mayday”. 
In English, the radio operator on 
Silja Europa replied: “Estonia, are 
you calling mayday?” After that, 
another voice took over on Estonia 
and the conversation shifted to 
Finnish. The Estonia crew member 
was able to provide some details 
about their situation but due to loss 
of power, he could not give their 
position, which delayed rescue 
operations somewhat. 

The ship disappeared from 
the radar screens of other ships at 
around 01:50, and sank at 59°23’N 
21°42’E, about 22 nautical miles on 
bearing 157° from Utö island,  
Finland, in 74 to 85 metres of water.

Conspiracy theories                    
There are a few conspiracy  

theories, involving secret  
transportation of military  
equipment, that try to explain the 
disaster.

In the autumn of 2004, a former 
Swedish customs officer claimed on 
a Swedish television program that 
Estonia had been used to transport 
military equipment in September 
1994. The Swedish and Esto-
nian governments subsequently 
launched separate investigations. 
Both investigations confirmed that 
military equipment was aboard 
the ship on 14 and 20 September 
1994, though it remained  
 unclear if any such equipment 
was aboard the ship on the night 
of the disaster.

“The weather was 

normally bad, or like 

a typical Autumn 

storm in the Baltic”

The Viking Line cruise ferry ‘MS Mariella’ tracked Estonia’s speed by radar at 
approximately 14.2 knots. MS Mariella carries passengers and vehicles between 
Helsinki and Stockholm, in a grand way if you wish. I can think of no more 
attractive a route to Stockholm than by Mariella’s 7pm departure from Helsinki. 
You see the ship nudging her way out of the Finnish archipelago during the long, 
Nordic summer evening; you can enjoy the superb menu and elegant service in 
its top restaurant; turn in for a few hours, then wake up while she quietly glides 
through the beautiful Stockholm archipelago, dotted with little red cottages and 
blue and yellow flags. Have breakfast with a glass of champagne while watching 
the spectacular scenery gliding past outside the panoramic windows. My skin 
still tingles at the memory. Ed.
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During the early 1990s Rozelle Bay was cleared 
of sunken timber lighters, derelict wharves 

and rail lines were pulled up, and the foundations 
of the Anzac Bridge were being bored at each end. 
The Waterways’ one-stop shop and head office were 
built on an area cleared of sheds. 

Waterways (now NSW Maritime) developed a 
plan for a regional boat ramp near the new Anzac 
Bridge to serve trailer boats from all over Sydney. 
Because Parramatta River was being dredged for a 
Rivercat service from Circular Quay it was believed 
that fast ferries driven to a timetable would make 
recreational boating difficult from the many boat 
ramps on the river. Boaters, living in the western 
suburbs, wanting to spend a day on the harbour, 
or outside, needed a better boat ramp near a major 
traffic route. Anzac Bridge was the logical location 
and the suggested  site was between the western 

end of the shipping wharf and the northern  
embankment to the old Glebe Island bridge.

For 20 years endless problems defeated this  
common sense solution.

But every problem is an opportunity if new 
thinking is applied and politicians are open to new 
ideas.

Obstacles and solutions
 The time has arrived to look again at obvious  

opportunities for recreational boaters in Western 
Sydney.

Problem 1 – RTA owned part of the land and 
refused access.
Opportunity 1 – The Minister for Waterways is 
also responsible for Roads and has joined Roads 
and Maritime. 

To achieve a central Sydney boat ramp
New thinking and new ideas are required
Michael Chapman 
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Problem 2 – Sydney Ports owned part of the 
land although the wharves ended short of the 
site (see photo).
Opportunity 2 – shipping has been vacated 
to Port Kembla and the wharf area is unused, 
mothballed awaiting planning processes. The 
access is patrolled by Sydney Ports security but 
the same Minister responsible for Waterways is 
responsible for Ports.

 Problem 3 – Dragon boaters wanted a site  
without conflict with power boaters
Opportunity 3 – Dragon Boaters have been 
granted a site on the south bank opposite and 
upstream of the site in the photo

Problem 4 – Dragon boaters and rowers using 
Rozelle Bay insisted on a policing presence to 
prevent traffic conflict
Opportunity 4 – Sydney Water Police estab-
lished its regional headquarters in Camerons 
Cove adjacent to the site

 Problem 5 – and perhaps the killer blow of all, 
successive Labor governments were supported 
by a Labor MP in Port Jackson or Balmain who 
bowed to pressure from residents who wanted 
no boat ramp.  
Opportunity 5 – The seat is now held by a 
Green MP and the coalition government does not 
need the MP’s support

Problem 6 – There was no political commit-
ment from Maritime to assist boaters needing a 
boat ramp
Opportunity 6 – Now we have a NSW Premier, 
also appointed Minister for Western Sydney to 
ensure the western electorates get a fair go and 
continue to support the Liberals. There is no 
better way to help western Sydney boaters and 
fishers than providing them with direct route to 
a major boat ramp with hectares of trailer  
parking road right on the harbour doorstep.

Every problem is an opportunity
It just needs New Thinking and New Ideas.
Minister for Roads and Ports, Duncan Gay MLC, 

has shown new thinking in taking away speed  
cameras serving no safety purpose.

He has re-directed, with Cabinet approval, 
spending priorities to ease Sydney road congestion.

He reversed dodgy speeding fines in the Lane 
Cove tunnel.

Duncan Gay can deliver new thinking and new 
ideas.

How suitable and achievable is the 
project?
Construction

Because the site adjoins, but is not part of, the 
massive shipping wharf whose bearing surface is 
capable of sustaining several layers of shipping 
containers, there would be no significant demolition 
of concrete substructure. The photo illustrates this.

 Parking
This would require planning approval but there 

is space near Maritime west of Anzac Bridge as well 
as east.

 Access for boat trailers
Access and exit roads were constructed after the 

Anzac Bridge specifically to meet the needs of the 
port including car-carriers, container trucks and 
semi trailers. These roads and roundabouts will be 
more than adequate for boat trailers

Adequate waterfront for safe,      
efficient design

The width of the re-entrant or recess in the 
shoreline, would provide space for multiple lanes 
of ramp each separated by finger pontoons for safe 
loading and unloading.

Based on estimate, due to Sydney Ports security 
refusing access for close review, up to 8 boat trailers 
could be launched at any time. This could be  
expected on peak days. If the old Glebe Island 
Bridge were removed this estimate could be 
doubled. It is mistakenly assumed by many that 

continued on page 10
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New Maritime Advisory Council for NSW
From media release 4 August, 2011

Membership fees 
Edward van Oort-pieck

As part of the Government’s 
commitment to restore  

accountability and give boat-
ers a real say, a new Ministerial 
level Maritime Advisory Council 
will be established under  
legislation by Minster for Roads 
and Ports, Duncan Gay.

Mr Gay said the Council 
would have the responsibility of 
being another source of expert 
and independent advice to the 
Minister on boating safety, as 
well as monitoring boating 
crash statistics and trends, and 
advising on expenditure  
priorities.

The Council will be indepen-
dently chaired, and will have 
expertise based representation 
from the major recreational 
boating and commercial vessel 
sectors.

“Sitting under the new inte-
grated transport agency, Trans-
port for NSW, this new advisory 
council will set new standards 
for transparency and  
accountability,” he said.

“Those sought out to give  
advice to the Minister will be 
people who live and breathe the 
industry.”

“One of the first priorities for 

the Council will be to help  
develop a policy agenda for 
safety reforms, access to  
waterways, and boat storage.

“These three challenges have 
been squarely laid at our door 
and I’m looking to the Council, 
key boating groups, and  
everyone who enjoys boating 
of any kind to help solve these 
problems,” Mr Gay said.

Full details of the council 
are expected to be announced 
before the start of the new 
boating season in October, with 
members selected after a public 
expression of interest process.

When the BOA was  
established in 1989 the mem-

bership fee was set at $25 per year. 
Somewhere in the mid 90s the fee 
was increased to $30. If we would 
apply the CPI increases to the  
original $25, current membership 
fees should now be $48. 

Over these years our expenses 
have increased considerably more 
than the CPI, mainly because the 
BOA doesn’t spend on those items 
that keep the CPI low (flat screen 
TVs, clothing, air travel) but does 
on the items that increase a lot 
more: insurances, meeting room 
hire, printing and mailing). The 
consequence is that we need to 
have more and more members just 
to pay these necessary outgoings.

Your Committee has therefore 
decided – very reluctantly I may 

say- to increase the membership 
fee to $40 from 1 July 2011 and to 
$50 from 1 July 2012, after which 
it should remain stable again for 
many years to come (if inflation 
doesn’t rear its ugly head too 
much).

Your Committee tends to be 
pretty frugal: most costs incurred 
by individual committee members 
are never reimbursed, our editor 
has put in a lot of effort to reduce 
the printing and mailing costs of 
our newsletter and we don’t spend 
on anything that is not absolutely 
necessary.

For the BOA to do its job  
properly – to provide ‘consumer 
action in boating’ and defend your 
rights as a boat owner – we need to 
be able to fund specific actions and 
activities.  It is therefore  

important that we generate a  
moderate surplus each year that 
can be applied to targeted  
activities. It is sad but true that 
unless the BOA is constantly 
vigilant and capable of organising 
‘defensive activities’ we as boaters 
will be seen as an easy target by 
the governments (of any political 
persuasion) to find either savings 
or impose more costs.

You can rest assured that your 
membership fee will be utilised in 
the most appropriate manner and  
is the best insurance policy against 
unfair government imposts – or 
lack of government action where 
action is required.

Edward van Oort-Pieck
Honorary Treasurer
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The BOA applaudes the decision to dredge 
the Swansea Channel  Frank downing

Call for dredging tenders at Swansea Channel
From Media release 24 August, 2011

The good news for those who 
use the Swansea Channel into 

Lake Macquarie is that the Channel 
will be dredged before the summer 
boating season. The Minister for 
Primary Industries, the Hon  
Katrina Hodgkinson MP,  
announced this on 24 August 2011.  

This decision is a first but most 
welcome step in correcting the 
years of neglect, uncertainty and 
stop-start efforts that occurred under 
previous Labor governments.

The decision was due, in no 
small part, to the support and  
efforts of the Member for Swansea, 
Garry Edwards.  The BOA’s Hunter 
Region Committee met with him 
in May to state its case and was 

invited to meet with the Minister 
during the June Community  
Cabinet Meeting in Newcastle.

The Minister also invited 
the BOA to take part in work to 
develop a strategy that outlines a 
sustainable long-term approach to 
the issue of dredging in the area.  
The BOAHR is looking forward to 
working with the government on 
this objective.

In doing so, the BOAHR will 
also pursue its goal of gaining  
commitments from the government 
to maintain safe and reliable  
boating access to small ports 
along the NSW coast.  A workable 
program for the Swansea Channel 
might well stand as a model for 

elsewhere and for avoiding the 
perennial arguments with  
governments that have been  
necessary in the past to keep small 
ports open and safe.

Tenders for the immediate 
dredging of the Swansea  
Channel closed on 14 September.  
The Department of Lands hopes 
that work will start later in the 
month to dredge the northern part 
of the Channel to a depth of at least 
3 metres and to clear the channel 
into moorings in Black Ned’s Bay.

Frank Downing
Chairman
Hunter Region Committee

Minister for Primary Industries, Katrina  
Hodgkinson and Member for Swansea, Garry 
Edwards, have today announced that the NSW 
Government is upholding another election  
commitment by calling for tenders for two  
separate dredging projects at the Swansea  
Channel.

Katrina Hodgkinson said the proposed works 
aim to enhance boating access between Lake 
Macquarie and the Pacific Ocean by removing 
shoaling at both the entrance to Black Ned’s Bay 
and the upper end of the Swansea Channel.

“These works will be welcome news for the  
local community and boating enthusiasts using 
the Channel,” Katrina Hodgkinson said.

“This is in stark contrast to the former Labor 
Government, which touted its purchase of a $1.6 
million dredge but failed to mention that it did 
not have a budget, a business case or approval to 
do so.

“The NSW Liberals & Nationals Government is 
not in the habit of making empty promises and 

this call for tenders demonstrates our commitment 
to providing real services for the local community.”

Garry Edwards said the issue of boating safety 
in the Channel is one of great importance to his 
electorate.

“It is clear that the waterway will require  
ongoing attention to ensure there is continuity of 
access for commercial and recreational vessels.

“These dredging works are of importance not 
only to local and visiting boating communities but 
they are vital to the region’s economy. It’s essential 
we get this right,” Mr Edwards said.

Ms Hodgkinson said the Crown Lands Division 
of the NSW Department of Primary Industries 
is working to develop a strategy that outlines a 
sustainable long-term approach to the issue of 
dredging in the area.

“This strategy will involve consultation and 
assistance from Local and State Government as 
well as key stakeholders such as the Boat Owners 
Association of NSW.”
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It has been many years since the 
 Boat Owners Association has 

participated at the Sydney  
International Boat Show. The  
Sydney Boat Show is the biggest 
annual recreational boating event 
in the southern hemisphere. This 
year, our new committee responded 
to a most interesting and lateral 
proposal from Domenic Genua 
from the BIA, inviting us to  
participate. It was an opportunity 
too good to miss. For the BOA  
committee, this was the time to 
reconnect with existing members 
and to talk to show-goers about the 
benefits of BOA membership.

The facts speak for themselves, 
being the biggest boat show in 
the southern hemisphere, the five 
day show averages around 70,000 
visitors who directly spend a 
staggering $400 to $500 MILLION 
both at the show and in the weeks 
following. While some people 
were interstaters and a few from 
overseas, the vast majority were 
New South Wales residents and it 
is all these fun loving boaters who 
the BOA represent to protect and 
enhance boating activities across 
the state.

The offer from the BIA was for 
the BOA to provide information and 

help to the public by providing 
roaming volunteers during the 
course of the boat show. The  
professionalism and experience of 
the BIA in this major event was  
evident from the start.  An 
educational training session was 
provided for our volunteers. This 
session acquainted people with 
event management processes and 
procedures and a tour of the site 
and marina which was interesting 
and fun. 

BOA members would have seen 
the emails to enlist volunteers. The 
response was excellent and the 
BOA, through members and some-
times friends of members were able 
to fill 83 shifts each of 3.5 hours 
over the 50 hours of the boat show. 
This meant that the BOA was repre-
sented throughout the entire show 
with as many as 7 people per shift. 

This was a wonderful effort from 
members and a positive statement 
from the BOA. In all about 1,500 
BOA brochures were distributed at 
the boat show with each brochure 
only being distributed to people 
with whom we spoke about the 
BOA and its importance to  
recreational boating in NSW.

The BOA committee is very 
pleased with the results of the boat 
show having gained 20 new  
memberships and a wealth of  
experience for the next boat show.  

An added benefit, and of equal  
importance, has been the chance 
to meet and get to know BOA 
members whose effort, comments 
and feedback have made the whole 
experience a lot of fun and very 
worthwhile.

At the Sydney International Boat Show
David Miles, Anton le Rutte

Anton le Rutte and Bruce 

Attractive and willing volunteers  
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Officially opened in May of 
this year, the Currarong boat 

ramp is almost everything the local 
fishermen of the small south coast 
seaside town of Currarong have 
ever wished for. Costing over $1.2 
million to build, the ramp is a great 
example of what can be achieved 
by a very determined local  
community. 

But notwithstanding the  
community’s delight in celebrating 
the ramp’s opening, it is somewhat 
disappointing that those that use it 
are being frustrated by an apparent 
lack of political will to deal with a 
number of outstanding issues –  
issues required to be addressed if 

the ramp is to be properly completed 
and its full potential realised.

A number of these issues  
concern the actual ramp itself. 
During construction, the toe of the 
ramp (that part of the ramp that 
enters the water) was washed away 
during the pouring of the concrete 
– something that would appear to 
be the responsibility of the con-
struction company. So far, however, 
there is no clear indication when 

this is to be repaired and, if not 
attended to, will compromise the 
ramp’s utility at low tide. It will 
also prevent the installation of 
surge poles very much needed at 
the bottom of the ramp to secure 

arriving and depart-
ing boats.  
Also required is the 
construction of a 
wave barrier on the 
south west side of 
the ramp. Not only 
will this assist in 
containing boats on 
the ramp but also 
provide boat crews, 

launching or retrieving boats 
(on that side of the ramp), with a 
catwalk. 

The daily routine of fishermen 
dictates that a boat ramp should 
also be accessible during the hours 
of sunset and sunrise. For this  
reason, it is important that  
appropriate navigation marks are 
installed to assist boaters returning 
to the ramp in reduced visibility. 
This is even more applicable in  

cases where boats returning to a 
ramp are returning from the open 
sea, as is the case at Currarong. 
But right now, no such navigation 
marks exist which is a rather odd 
omission for a ramp that cost $1.2 
million to construct and is there 
primarily as a facility to launch and 
retrieve fishing boats that fish in 
the open sea. 

According to NSW Maritime, 
who are responsible for the  
installation of navigation marks, 
the ramp is unsafe. And because it 
is unsafe, they have no intention of 
erecting navigation marks. NSW 
Maritime justifies this decision on a 
“navigation risk assessment” report 
prepared by a firm of consultants 
for the Shoalhaven City Council. 
But what is difficult to reconcile 
here is how a reading of that report 
supports such a negative conclusion. 
Albeit that the report draws  
attention to various hazards  
associated with the ramp’s  
operation in different sea  
conditions (consistent with all 
ramps facing the open sea), it also 

Currarong boat ramp… “be bloody great 
when it is finished”

Continued on page 10
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makes a number of recommendations that would serve 
to minimise those risks. It recommends the following:
•	 Permanent marks on Peel’s Reef
•	 Leads to establish the line of  

approach from seaward.
•	 Marks to establish the channel providing access to 

and from the ramp to the east of Peel’s Reef and to 
the west of the adjacent shore and

•	 Marks to establish the sides of the ramp.
Any boat ramp open to the sea is going to be subject 

to conditions varying from benign to exceptionally 
dangerous. Clearly the use of such ramps is best left to 
those that are suitably experienced. But to the  
extent that the Currarong boat ramp has been built 
and is being used by fisherman during conditions of 
reduced visibility, why wouldn’t NSW Maritime 
assist in minimising navigation risk by doing what the 
risk assessment document, that it refers to,  
recommends?

 Concerns that Shoalhaven City Council and/or 
NSW Maritime might have as to their respective  
exposures to public liability can be dealt with by the 

erection of signage that draws attention to the fact 
that use of the ramp at night or in adverse conditions 
can be dangerous and the safety of life and equipment 
can be compromised. Interestingly, there are many 
examples of entrances to rivers, ports and boat ramps 
along the coast where NSW Maritime erects and  
maintains navigational aids where, under adverse  
conditions, they too would be dangerous. The best 
example, particularly relevant to this discussion, is the 
boat ramp at the south coast town of Tathra. Also  
exposed to the sea, it too is described as requiring  
extreme care and under certain conditions deemed to 
be very dangerous. This is also highlighted on NSW 
Maritime’s boating map of the area. But unlike at 
Currarong, the boaters departing and returning to the 
Tathra boat ramp are guided by a set of leads erected 
and maintained by NSW Maritime – clearly marked on 
the NSW Maritime boating map. What are we missing 
here? 

Anton le Rutte
Boat Owners Association
of NSW 

the bridge is heritage listed. The bridge is a small 
version of the Pyrmont Bridge in Darling Harbour 
and is not unique. The old Glebe Island Bridge is a 
navigation hazard to large vessels and fishing  
trawlers transitting the Blackwattle and Rozelle 
bays, and the Superyacht base. It limits vessel beam 
for Sydney City Marine. Navigation would be 
significantly improved if the redundant bridge were 
removed. Keeping it now, is like retaining the Spit 
Bridge after a Gladesville type concrete span bridge 
were built linking Mosman with Seaforth.

Funding
Maritime’s Better Boating Program offers 100% 

funding for projects in the Sydney Metropolitan 
area. This is derived from recreational boating fees.

Lighting
For 24 hour use of the ramp in safety, the existing 

port flood lights on the towers, which are clearly 
shown in the cover photo, will be adequate for 
launching and trailer hitching.

The tower lights simply need to be turned on.
24 hour use is needed for fishers going offshore, 

leaving or returning in darkness.

Navigation
The site adjoins a shipping wharf. If the  

navigation channel is adequate for cargo and  
container shipping it is surely adequate for a a 
dozen recreational trailer boats travelling up and 
downstream at 4 knots for the first few hundred 
metres. If there is a compliance problem, Sydney 
Water Police is less than a kilometre away and the  
shipping wharf and Anzac bridge and approaches 
are already captured by CCTV for security and  
anti-terrorism. 

Currarong boat ramp
Continued from page 9

Central Sydney boat ramp 
Continued from page 5
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The tide has 
turned
George Citer

A letter to WAG members

Dear Member, 
Thanks to a change of government 
and a new Minister, The Honour-
able Duncan Gay MLC, who is 
prepared to listen, analyse and act, 
there has been a remarkable change 
for the better in recent days.  

NSW Maritime leases
On Friday 12 August at a meeting 

with senior NSW Maritime  
management, verbal assurances 
were provided that (except for 
special circumstances requiring a 
new lease) lease-holders will not be 
required to surrender their current 
leases and replace them with new 
leases, until after the Government 
has made a determination on the 
IPART recommendations,  
following the current review and 
until after the lease document has 
been reviewed by a “high level 
working group”, which is to in-
clude WAG representatives. We are 
currently awaiting written  
confirmation of that change of policy.

The Minister has provided an 
assurance that anyone who has  
already signed a new NSW  
Maritime lease will be offered an 
opportunity to amend the lease, so 
that any rent reductions that flow 
from the IPART review will be 
extended to such lessees. However, 

no similar offer has so far been 
made in regard to other  
unacceptable clauses within the 
current new lease document.   

The IPART review
The Minister has indicated that 

he is in discussions with IPART 
about a possible change to the 
Terms of Reference to include:
1	 That IPART be required to 

change the focus to a “fair  
market rent”.

2	 That IPART be required to take 
into account the views of the 
Valuer General and other highly 
respected property valuation 
experts.

No more rent increases
The Minister has referred our 

request for an urgent rent  
reduction to IPART, but in the 
meantime has instructed NSW 
Maritime that there are to be no 
further rent increases, until after 
the Government has considered the 
IPART recommendations.

Judicial review of NSW 
Maritime decisions

The Minister has not yet agreed 
to our request for a change to the 
Ports and Maritime Administration Act 
1995, to allow for a judicial review 
of NSW Maritime decisions.  
However he has “left the door 
open” with the statement in his 
letter “I will however give further 
consideration to the proposal 
once the IPART recommendations 
have been considered”. WAG has 
included in its submission to IPART 
that there should be such a judicial 

review and is hopeful that IPART 
will make such a recommendation.

Further consultation 
between WAG and the 
Minister

The Minister has stated “I look 
forward to reviewing the outcome 
of the IPART review and to an  
ongoing and constructive relation-
ship with the Waterfront Action 
Group. Once I have had an  
opportunity to consider IPART’s  
findings, I will arrange a further 
meeting to ensure I fully  
understand any views that you 
may have about them”. That clearly 
indicates that we have established 
a working relationship with the 
Minister and that he is prepared to 
take our views into account, when 
making decisions. This is a very  
different situation to the period 
under the previous government, 
when our views were largely  
ignored by the relevant Ministers.

There is no doubt – the tide has 
turned!

Best wishes.
George Citer  
Chairman
On behalf of the WAG Team
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The WAG Committee is  
currently quite optimistic for 

several reasons as follows:

WAG has been favoured 
with two meetings with 
Minister for Roads and 
Ports, the Honourable 
Duncan Gay MLC.

We discussed various  
 matters including:
1	THE  IPART REVIEW –  

possibly amending the Terms 
of Reference or otherwise 
directing IPART to focus on 
‘a fair market rent’, as per the  
Coalition’s stated policy and  
requiring IPART to take advice 
from property valuation experts.

2	SHORT  TERM RENT RELIEF  
– providing some immediate 
rent relief to long suffering  
wetland rent payers.

3	NEW  LEASES – waiting for the 
outcome of the IPART review  
before requiring lessees to enter 
into a new lease (or licence). 
Changing the document to make 
it fairer and less onerous.

4	CH ANGE OF CULTURE –  
bullying by NSW Maritime staff 
to stop and clients of NSW  
Maritime to be in future treated 
with the dignity and respect that 
they deserve.

5	LEG AL REVIEW –  
the introduction of a legal  
review mechanism of NSW  
Maritime decisions, similar to 
that available to clients of the 
Crown Lands Division of the  
Department of Primary  
Industries.

While the various matters are 
still unresolved, the Committee is  
satisfied with the progress made 
during these discussions.  

IPART review of domestic 
wetland rent formula and 
other related matters

WAG has attached great  
importance to the current review 
by IPART and lodged a very 
substantial submission, backed by 
independent valuation and legal 
experts. WAG was the only body 
to provide a proposed new rental 
formula and which would quite 
simply calculate a fair market 
rent for all lessees and licensees 
throughout NSW. The IPART 
“roundtable” discussion on June 27 
was very successful, with  
observers commenting that WAG 
was the most credible of all those 
presenting. Since then IPART has 
regularly contacted WAG and its 
expert advisors for more  
information and clarification on the 
WAG submission. IPART has now  

extended the release of its draft 
report by about one month from 
early September to early October. 
WAG and other interested parties 
will have 6 weeks to respond to the 
draft report.

Appeal to the NSW Court 
of Appeal

The appeal was based on an  
appeal to the Land and  
Environment Court, heard on a test 
case basis and disputing the 2009 
rental calculation of our member 
Shelley Farriss. We lost in the lower 
court and we lodged an appeal to 
the Court of Appeal. That appeal 
was heard on 30 June and we are  
awaiting the judgment of the 
Court.

George Citer   
Chairman, WAG
09-08-2011

WAG senses  
a tidal change
George Citer

The question has been: What is a fair market rent for one 
square metre of this land? Is it $0.50 or $133.89 (both as 
calculated by the current formula), or neither?
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Lucky escape
Two men aboard a leisure 

craft in the North Sea (rather 
chilly that time of the year) had 

an “extraordinarily lucky” escape 
after their boat sank within 45 
seconds, reported Laura Nineham 
in YBW Magazine on June 28. 

Only one of the men was 
wearing a life jacket.

Not only did another boat 
happen upon them but with just 
one life jacket between them they 
managed to stay afloat for 90 
minutes.

Reminder: 
Life jacket rules 
will be enforced

NSW Maritime in November 
2010 notified of new life jacket 
rules, applicable immediately, 
but with a one-year ‘prosecution 
amnesty’ for anyone found not to 
be in compliance.

From 1 November 2011, 
compliance will be enforced, with 
‘Citation and Fine’.

The rules were extensively 
covered in BOA September 2010 
newsletter and can also be found 
on the NSW Maritime website.

Glimpses from NSW Marine Rescue

‘Iluka Yamba 30’, the new offshore rescue vessel at Marine 
Rescue Iluka Yamba, had a baptism of fire when arriving at a 

burning trawler 4 nautical miles offshore at 1:45 am on 29 August.
The wooden trawler ‘Wave Rider’ was engulfed in thick smoke, 

with another trawler, the ‘L-Margo’, 
standing by after taking the stricken 
vessel’s crew to safety.  

At around 11:30am ‘Wave Rider’ 
erupted in a huge explosion that 
sent flames high into the air. The 
fire burned to the waterline and the 
vessel sank. 

Unit Commander Barry Storey 
commented: “This was a very  
serious emergency and it is very 
fortunate that no-one was  
injured. From our perspective, how-
ever,  Iluka Yamba 30 performedbeautifully. She is powerful, fast 
and a brilliant platform for our work.” 

The vessel had only been commissioned 3 days earlier. 

 A $680,000 Steber 38 offshore rescue vessel was  
 commissioned for Shoalhaven 

Marine Rescue at Greeenwell Point on 
the Illawarra coast on 27 August. 

Marine Rescue NSW Commissioner 
Stacey Tannos, said at the ceremony: 
“This is one of four new vessels of 
its kind that will be purpose-built 
in 2011 by NSW boat builder, Steber 
International. Shoalhaven 30 will be 
a valuable addition to marine search 
and rescue capability on the  
South Coast, boosting safety for the 
local boating community.”

 

Photo Andrew Soesan

‘Shoalhaven 30’, the new Steber 
38 offshore rescue vessel

‘Iluka Yamba’, newest addition 
to the Marine Rescue NSW



14 BOA Newsletter September 2011

The NSW Liberals & Nationals Government will 
invest $24 million to improve maritime safety and 

infrastructure in NSW as part of the 2011-12 Budget.
NSW Ports Minister Duncan Gay said the NSW 

Maritime budget would include a $13.4 million  
investment in upgrading commuter wharves in  
Sydney Harbour.

“NSW Maritime owns and maintains a network of 
more than 45 commuter wharves across the harbour 
and it is important this transport infrastructure meets 
appropriate standards of public safety and amenity,” 
Mr Gay said.

“The next commuter wharves in line for replace-
ment are at Rose Bay and Neutral Bay.

“Funding includes $2.5 million for new NSW  
Maritime patrol boats and engines which provide  
fundamental operational tools for Boating Safety  
Officers statewide to carry out on-water safety  
compliance and education.

“There is also $1 million for new safe navigational 
markers, signage and public moorings. These  
navigation markers and signage are the traffic signs for 
our waterways and help keep the estimated 1.5 million 

people who go boating each year, safe.”
Other NSW Maritime projects in the for 2011-12 

Budget include:
• 	 $3.5 million to upgrade charter vessel wharves 	

and redeveloping the Rozelle Bay Maritime  
precinct.

As part of the NSW Maritime operating Budget, which 
is additional to the capital program, other  
initiatives include:

• 	 $5 million for the Better Boating Program; and
• 	 $1.47 million to support the work of this  

non-government volunteer rescue group, Marine 
Rescue NSW.
The Better Boating Program is delivering new and 

improved boating facilities statewide through funding 
partnerships with councils and boating groups. Since 
1998, more than $30 million in grants has been  
provided under this grants program to support nearly 
600 boating infrastructure projects across NSW.

Marine Rescue NSW is a volunteer based group 
that plays a vital role in boating safety and service to 
the boating community.

NSW budget – improving maritime safety 
From Media release 6 September 2011

From June 2011 Yachting Monthly (UK) 
Andrew Brook

Lewmar investigates  
hand-severing incident

Winch Manufacturer Lewmar Ltd warns 
against using self-tailer for lifting persons.                                     

Lewmar has launched an investigation into the 
 accident that left a woman without her hand after 
operating one of its winches.

As reported in the current May issue of YM, the 
Venezuelen woman was winching her husband up 
the mast of their Amel 54 in Jolly Harbour,  
Antigua, when a riding turn developed on the 
foot-operated self-tailing winch.

Trying to free the jam, one of the woman’s 
hands was severed and the other was crushed and 
John Ahlgren, a 63-year-old Norwegian sailor, 
who rushed to help her, also lost seven fingers. 
One onlooker said the scene resembled ‘an  
abattoir with body parts all over the cockpit’.

Lewmar’s safety notice said: ‘Under no  
circumstances should any self-tailing winch be 
used in self-tailing mode for any lifting operation.

‘Suitable and adequate manual tailing should 
be arranged with proper means of manually  
cleating or stopping the hoist.

‘Only persons who are completely familiar with 
the controls and those who have been fully made 
aware of the correct use of the winch should be 
allowed to use it.’

Do you like your hands?
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Discounts to members
As at September 2011 the following  
suppliers are on the accredited list.

Lake Macquarie

Mr Moorings 0414 351 779
10% discount off all mooring servicing 
and mooring parts

Alkira Mooring Services 0415 318 747
10% discount off all parts but only as 
required during a mooring service  
undertaken by Alkira

Lifestyle Marine (Toronto)  
(02) 4959 1444
10% discount off slipping fees and  
chandlery items except those items 
already on special

Coulin Marine Trim (Marks Point)  
(02) 4945 3322
10% discount off repairs to dodgers and  
covers

Pittwater

Careel Bay Boat Services (02) 9918 2331
Discount off boat services and  
maintenance

Sydney harbour

Base Point Maritime Training  
(02) 9931 7711
10% discount off all courses

all major areas

Sea Tow 1800 732 869
10% discount off annual membership 
fee plus discounts and other special  
offers available from other marine  
suppliers through the “Advantage 
Network”

Dockside Buyers Group (02) 9970 8459
50% discount off initial membership fee

Marine LED Solutions Australia  
0404 856 824
10% discount off all LED replacement 
bulbs • www.marineled.com.au

Drive Marine Services 02 9533 5470, 
mobile 0412 366 998
10% discount on a comprehensive 
range of products for boat building, 
repairs and restoration
 www.boatcraftnsw.com.au
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Dear BOA Member, 
If your EMAIL ADDRESS 
has changed from the one you 
provided on your Application 
Form or most recent Renewal 
Notice – it would be appreciated  
if you would advise me at  
boansw@iprimus.com.au
Joann McKay
Membership Secretary

BOA current committee	
Keith de Haan - President	
Anton le Rutte - Vice-President
Edward van Oort-Pieck Treasurer
John Hunter - Secretary

Ordinary members
John Grist
Frank Downing
David Miles
David Johnston
Don France
Michael Chapman 
Dennis Donald
Vacancy
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The barque ‘James Craig’ heading into an East Coast low  
on Thursday 18 August 2011. 


